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et al.: Ochs in Georgian England

Ochs in Georgian England

After Ochs had offered hi s servi ces in the exportation of Men nonites from Bern, hi s docume ntary biogra phy beco mes qui et for so me
time, some ten years. No document is known that show s Bern 's acceptance of hi s offer of assistance, none even verifying hi s ex istence.
We know throug h Graffenri ed 's accounts, 1 that the landgrave's Carolina
endeavor ended in di saster and in the death of surveyor L awson in September 1711. 2 The name Ochs could not be found in any of the decade's
consulted sources in Bern with the exception of bapti sma l records that
name the children born to the Ochs couple.
The births of e ight children (1704-1715) do not necessarily imply
that the father was in Bern throughout these years. He is documented in
London in 1709-10. The last so n, Emanuel, was born in 1715 ,3 the same
year the name John Rudolph Ochs is said to have worked in London
under the Saxon mint master John Croker4 ( I 670-174 l) of the Roya l
Mint. Apparently, Ochs was appointed on a free lance bas is as desig ner
of the reverse of various coins the portrait heads of Kin g Geo rge Croker
him self desi gned .5
One mi ght conclude then that with such position at the Mint the
arti san had " made it." Thi s is not the case. Unpubli shed documents of
'Chrisloph vo11 Grajfe11ried's Accou111 of 1he Fuu11di11g of New Bern. Edited with
an Historical Introd ucti o n and an Eng li sh Translation by Vincent H. Todd in Coope ra tion w ith Juliu s Goebel , Rale igh, NC: Edwa rd s & Broughton Printing , 1920. [o nlin e J
2
See illustration by C hri stoph v. Graffenried at http: //www.lea rnn c.org/lp/
m ultimedia/6060
3
The definition of Ochs as "Gold arbeiter" appears in the Bern baptismal record
for hi s so n Emmanuel in 17 15 : Burger Taufrodel 17 12- 1730, XII , St. A . B. B XIII 528,
129: I , LDS 2005346. Here, hi s half-sister Anna Cath arin a Niclaus is doc um ented as a
bapt isma l spo nsor.
4
Jo hn Croker (Johann Crocker, 1670- 174 1) was from Dresden and ca me to England in 169 1; " in 1705 [he] was appo inted C hi e f engraver, a post he he ld until his
death." " Historical and Co mmemorative Medals: Collection of Be njamin We iss," o nline; Ochs is not mentioned in Jan Co rn e li s Gemund, He! /even en de werke11 van den
s1e111pelsnijder Juha1111 Crocker ( 1670- 174 / ). [o nlin e j
5
See Kin g George ( 1714- 1727): Goog le Im ages.
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the early I 720s show that Ochs was in serious financial trouble. Although he may have made it socially in England in 1720, he was forced
to declare his bankruptcy in Bern's Ober-Gerwern guild. According to
the inventory of Ochs's estate in Bern of December 1720, [gem-] stonecutter Ochs lived in England. 6
In this inventory, Ochs is named as owner of-at least-two real
estates. The first is his house at the Schweinemarkt [pig market] in
Bern, the other is located at Riedt [or Riedli], a place south-east of the
nearby town of Bolligen. The inventory of the city house is officiated
by the former Burgdorf mayor Albrecht Knecht and Captain Samuel
Matthey, both members of the Bern Council. It li sts many objects in
several rooms in the Bern house, but none from the Riedt property,
besides the land itself. From various debts to persons in the neighborhood we conclude that Och s may have had a press established at the
end of a water duct near Riedt and a water-driven press or mill. This
he appears to have shared with Benedikt Maurer, a proprietor or coowner of the press. Maurer and his sons are the most frequently named
creditors in the Ochs bankruptcy document. As father Maurer himself
pressed seeds for oil in the Riedt press, we assume the Goldarbeiter
Ochs may have pressed precious metals for seals and other objects
(perhaps,coins) there too.
Whatever it may have been, it obviously cannot have been a
very successful bu siness as Ochs had to declare bankruptcy in I 720.
That is not to say, however, that he was poor. The property values and
tho se of the inventory item s are impressive. Nonetheless, in 1721 he
is looking for support in England and, as before, dares to submit yet
another idea how to make money from the export of a Swiss colony
to America.

6
We wish to thank Anne Schmidt-Lange for making a copy of the document
for us while in Bern: "Geltags Rod e! Burgerbibliothek Bern, ZA Ober-Gerwern, 92 I
(7)," concerning the bankruptcy of " Herrn Hanns Rudolff Ochs des Steinschneiders,
desmalen in Engelland Sich befindend." The following names are documented: Badertsche, Ba/singer, Casthofer, Cuntze, v. Diesbach , Erismann, Ejien , Freund!, Gebhardt ,
GojJelis, Gra.ffenried, Hemmer, Hentzig, Hoofer, !sot, Jiinniis , Jenning, Jersing, Kiener,
Klentscher, Knecht, Konig, Krieg, Kupfer, Kuntze, Kurtz, Lanhans, Laurens, Lerber,
Manuel, Maurer, Miiller, Murali , Nicolaus, Ochs, Rentsch, Ritter, Rutle, Sabel, Schaar,
Schajfers , Scheiirer, Schiltknecht, Schwiiher, Schwart z, Schweitzer, Sinner, Steiner,
Steller, Stettler, Storch, Stiirler, Ti/lier, Walther, Weij.i, Wyttenbach, Zehender-and variations thereof.
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Without bein g able to verify eac h of the dates g ive n by numi smatic collectors a nd merc ha nts of Briti sh coins, we note that the name
Ochs appears surprisingly early in connection with coins produced in
the Roya l Mint , that is, in the manu fac turing shops attached to the Castle in London.
It appears that Ochs first collaborated with John Roll es (or Rol los) as e ngraver of seals. 7 According to informat ion kindly supplied by
Sarah Tyley, assistant curator of The Roya l Mint Collections in London,
both Ochs a nd hi s son Ra lph have not been c learly identified. "The ir
co ntributi o n to the Mint re main s so mew hat shadowy despite their lon g
service." 8 Probably beginning as a freelancer, Ochs must have worked
as the colleague of Joh a nn Crocker, the chief engraver from 1705 to
1741. Gathering inform at ion from various coi n co ll ectors (online), we
co nclude that the ir collaboration began soon after the death of Queen
An ne in 1714 , at the latest. This is suggested by assoc iati o n with the followi ng coins that were issued for the new king from Ha nover, George I
( 1714-1727):
[I] "The 1714 guinea is the only co in to be iss ued for George's re ign
during this date .... The obverses were by John Croker and the reve rses
were by Johan Ochs senior or Croker." 9

l2] "The five Guineas coin was only iss ued for four years during the
year of George I a nd has only one obverse and one reverse des ign . The
obverse was by John Crocker. The reverse was by Joha n Ochs." 10 The
coi n was manufactured in 1716, 1717 , 1720 and 1726 .
[3] Crown, iss ued 1718, 1720 , 1723 , 1726 was done by "JR Ochs, laureate, dra ped bust ri ght." 11

7

Acco rdin g to James Harvey Bloom, Eng lish Seals ( 1906) , John Roos was succeeded by Jo hn Ro llos , but according to A . Rupert Hall and Laura Tilling by James
Girard , see The Correspo11clence of Isaac Ne wton , vol. 6: 17 18- 1727 (Ca mbridge: Cambridge UP, 1977), 6 :363.
8
Upon inquiry gracefull y submitted by Sarah Tyley, sara h.t y ley @royalmintmuse um .org .uk
9
www.co insgb .com/George_ l/992-Gu inea .html
10
www.coinsgb.com/George_l/994-Fi ve_ G uin ea .html
11
www.chri sti es .com/LotFinder/ print_sa le.as px?sa le id= 111 46
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[4] The I Shilling coin of 1720-1723 was done by "John Croker (ob
verse) Johan Ochs (reverse)." 12
[51 Named for the Half Guinea of 1725-1727 are "Engravers: John Croker (obverse) Johan Ochs (reverse)." 13
[6=same as I?] English Gold or "Castle Coins": "This series uses an
obverse by John Croker and a reverse by J R Ochs , senior. Both sides of
the coin bear the long abbreviated Hanoverian titles of the king." 14
[7] Sixpence, printed 1717, I 720, 1723 & 1726. "Obverse by John Croker, reverse by Johan Ochs Senior. "Undoubtedly this is the one that is
most commonly encountered of his [George I] reign. It also happen s
to be the one with the SSC on the reverse, for South Sea Company.
The South Sea Company was famous, or rather infamous, as it had a
big speculative bubble that burst and left thousands of investors ruined.
They supplied the silver for thi s coinage and thus their initials grace
the reverse where the usual provenance marks are to be found. (Usually
plumes or Roses, in later reigns frequently both)." 15
[8] It may perhaps be doubted that the early sixpence showing the bust
of George II ( 1727-1760) are all to be attributed to the son, Johann Rudolf (Ralph) Ochs,junior. (Minted 1728, 1731, 1732 , 1734, 1735 , 1736 ,
1739 , 1741, 1743, 1745, 1746, 1750, 1751 , 1757 & 1758 .) 16

1 - Ochs's Petition to Lucas Schaub
Despite this relatively steady work as documented , Ochs does not
appear to have had a regular appointment at the Mint. The assumption
that Ochs may have worked as a freelancer is also based on his own
1722 letter to envoy Lucas Schaub 17 in which he speaks of hi s debts
12

en.numi sta .com/catalogue/ pieces 13074 .html
en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces 13090 .html
14
www.castlecoins.com/html /engl ish_go ld .htm I
15
See " A pictorial tribute to th e milled sixpence" at www.coinpeople.com/index.
php?/topic/ I067 -a-pictorial
16
For Kin g George II ( 1727-1760) see Google Images.
17
For th e lawyer Schaub see Rudolf Massini, Sir Luke Schaub ( 1690-1758); ein
Basler
im
diplomatischen Dienst Eng/ands (Basel: Helbing & Lichtenhahn, 1953). 4
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss2/6
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accumulated while working for the German king on England 's throne.
His request for a letter of recommendation from envoy Lucas Schaub as
well as the latter's attempt to win the favor of Lord Carteret, 18 confirm
the non-existence of a steady paid appointment on the one hand , andstill or again-the idea to settle in America on the other hand.
The Basel-born lawyer Lucas Schaub ( 1690-1758) was secretary
of envoy Abraham Stanyan (c. 1669- 1732), and doubtless informer of
the diplomat 's Account ofSwitzerland. 19 According to Archibald Ballantyne, Lord Carteret, a political biography, 1690-1763 , he later se rved
as " the Earl of Stanhope's private secretary, and was Carteret's intimate
friend , who was at this period English ambassador at Pari s . He had been
appointed by Carteret, and was , therefore suspiciously regarded by Walpole and Townshend." 20
Di stinguished Sir:
I have the hope that , by the goodness and favors which you have
always shown me, you will forgive me, that I take the liberty to approach
you concerning the followin g matters. The purpose of the present communication is first of all to admit to you that thi s delay has put me in a
state of great discouragement, upon seeing my self ill treated by certain
creditors of my homeland , and upon being unable to maintain my usual
professional rectitude; I do not doubt , Sir, that you are informed of these
events. Your patience is the remedy I crave in this disgrace ; I seek incessantly for solutions, and upon reflection that the return here of Mon sieur
L: Ch: [Le ChevalierJ could be delayed for some time , while waiting, I
have been working successfully on the project of establishing a Swiss
and German colony in Carolina.
I have communicated this project to Colonel Bird ,2 1 the mo st influential person of Virginia, who has strongly approved it and who has
18
Of the e ight Lords Proprietors in Carolina from 1663 to 1729, "Carteret was the
on ly Engli shm an who could speak German with the Kin g." Archibald Balanyne, Lord
Ca n eret , A Political Biography / 690- 1763 (London: Ri chard Be ntl ey & Son, 1887),
405 .
19
Abraham Stanyan, An Accou111 of Swit ze r/a11d: written in the year 1714 (Lo ndon: Printed forJacobTonson ... , 1714).
20
According to Archibald Ballantyne, 92.
21
William Byrd , o f which there were three. Wikiped ia defi nes the relevant one
as William Byrd II ( 1674- 1744), a " planter, sla ve-o wner and author from Charl es City
County, Virg inia." In the 1730s, Byrd and Ochs became collaborators, a lbeit unfortu nate ones .
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even offered to take for himself and his friends in Virginia IO of the I 00
shares of the proposed Company, and he also wishes to see engaged
in the Company the members of the Board of Trade, who respect him
greatly and who ask his advice concerning that country. They also intend to engage in the project the Lords Proprietors of Carolina whose
head is My Lord Carteret.
Thus only persons of wealth and influence will be involved in the
realization of the project. The purpose of this project is to establish a
fund of 10,000 pounds Sterling, divided into 100 portions of JOO pounds
each. Each one payable at 50 pounds: the first at 25 pounds, the second
at 25 pounds, and the third year the interest of these portions will be
paid at 5 percent for a period of IO years, and in the tenth year its capital
will be returned to each portion.
By that time (10 years hence) the colony of Carolina will be sufficiently well established that it will generate an annual profit, through
an annual dividend of 80 pounds ; in the following years the Colony 's
financial holdings will generate an annual dividend of between I 00 and
120 pounds for each shareholder, in perpetuity.
Concerning real estate and property in Carolina, the following remarks are based upon the clear, reasonable and solid calculations of the
wealth which this said gentleman expects to acquire in Carolina. Since
this enterprise will be quite profitable, I also wish to share with investors in my homeland some of these profits, and I propose to reserve 20
shares of the company for Switzerland. The colony of Carolina being
provisioned by my homeland, it is only just and right to acquire some
profit for it as well.
If you, Sir, being the countryman whom I most honor, desire to
participate in this venture as well , I shall gladly reserve the number of
shares which you may require.
I have yet one more favor to ask of you, Sir, if you would be kind
enough to grant me that favor and write for me a character reference to
My Lord Carteret, since lam unknown to him , accompanied by an ef.
fective letter of recommendation. The letter concerns the financial loss
which I have suffered, for having undertaken certain enterprises by order of the Crown. I have awaited compensation for these losses for more
than 3 years, while waiting and expecting to be employed in the service
of the King. Surely you agree that it is only just that I receive reasonable compensation for these losses, given that this compensation will
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss2/6
6
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be used only for the interest of the Nation, for the maintenance of the
subjects of the Crown, for the fortification of the Province of Carolina
with good militia, and for the supplying of the Nation with the merchandise that it demands. It is also in the interest of My Lord Carteret as
Proprietor of Carolina that his money be invested in the improvement of
Carolina. I know that there is a certain sum of money in the treasury of
these countries of America which is available for the discretionary use
of the King, and it would be suitable that it were used in order to bring
under cultivation the virgin land of this country.
If you, Kind Sir, would find it within your power to mention this
situation to My Lord Townsend,22 that would improve the strength of
my case. I therefore leave everything to your wise judgment and trust
completely in your prudent discretion. I urge you earnestly to do me this
favor, so that I might obtain these funds as soon as possible and not be
compelled to fall into bankruptcy. For this singular service, in assisting
me to recover from my financial ruin, I shall be eternally grateful to you.
Respectfully from London, February 19' 11 , 1722
Your very humble and obedient Servant,
Johann Rudolf Ochs. 23
In this letter, he again shows his life-long interest in ass1st111g
Swiss or Germans in moving to and settling in America. In 1703 and
L704, he was Frantz Ludwig Michel's correspondent; in 1707 Ritter
names him and Michel as the only men interested in the colony project.
In 1709, Ochs offers his assistance in settling Swiss and Palatine refugees in New York while also signing his name on an obligation with
the Carolina proprietors. The efforts Ochs put into the translation of
relevant passages from Lawson's book in his own Carolina book were
rewarded by Bern but any colonization plans came to a halt with the
Tuscarora war of 1711-and Graffenried's abandonment of his people
in I 713.

22
Charles , 2"'' Viscount Townshend ( 1674- 1738); "after the death of Stanhope
and the forced retirement of Sunderland , a result of the South Sea Bubble, he was again
appointed secretary of state for the northern department L... J. Townshend secured the
dismissal of his rival, Lord Carteret, afterwards Earl Granville ." wikipedia.
23
Professor Dwight Page graciously agreed to contribute his translation of this
Ochs letter and the follow up reference leller for him from Schaub to Carteret.
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2 - Schaub's Ochs Recommendation to Lord Carteret
One month later, on March 19th, 1722, Lucas Schaub informs
Lord Carteret about Ochs 24 -that is, considering the time the delivery
of mail takes in those years, more or less immediately:
My Lord:
I may perhaps inconvenience you, but I would be unjust towan
Mr. Ochs should I refuse him the letter of recommendation which ht
requests that I write to Your Excellency. You will see, My Lord, by tht
letter which he has written to me, the nature of the issue. I do not know
whether you will approve his project for the establishment of a Swiss
colony in Carolina, yet, if it were only a matter of giving you a good
character reference for the planner of the project, his task would be
greatly advanced.
I can assure you that his project of colonization in Carolina is most
feasible, and would be a wise investment. It would not be necessary to
search the Indies for resources or supplies. He is such an honest and resourceful man and so skillful in his craft that he alone would be able to
bring together the necessary resources in order to make this project work.
He is of recognized integrity, and without doubt the best engraver
who exists today, especially in stone. And it is for that very reason that
I would be saddened to see him leave Europe. However, it would go
against my conscience not to help him to emigrate to America, if there
is no way to assist him in making a living here.
He has spent a great deal of time in the service of the King, and
it is precisely that which has been the cause of his present misfortunes.
His Majesty desiring to strike some Medals, Mr. de Bernsdorff,25 who
knew the reputation of Sr. Ochs, had the latter called for this purpose to
England, and enticed him from his country, causing him to believe that
he would be appointed Director of the Royal Mint. He even began to
work [there?], and he made a bust of the King, in clay relief, for which
His Majesty sat on many occasions. He also made models of the Guinea,

24
Ochs 's letter to Schaub (f.46) is enclosed with Schaub's letter to Carteret (labeled
Paris f.45 French . and/or SP 78/ 177 f.45) in folder SP 78: "Secretaries of State: State Papers
Foreign, France," in The National Archives , Kew, Richmond, Surrey, England .
25
Andreas Gottlieb von Bernstorff " (c. 1650- 1726) was prime minister of the
electorate of Hanover from 1709 to 1714 and head of the German Chancery in London
from 1714 to 1723." wikipedia.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss2/6
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and other coins, with which all the ministers of His Majesty were very
satisfied. Yet the employment which he sought encountered difficulties,
particularly regarding Sir Isaac Newton ,26 and in this interval of hopes
and obstacles, poor Ochs used up his time and his money , to such an
extent that he would not dare to return to his homeland, for fear of hi s
creditors.
My Lord Sunderland 27 is informed of the works of art which he
completed while waiting to be employed in the service of the King , which
he was legally permitted to do through a former naturalization. 28 My Lord
Stanhope29 and Mr. Craggs 30 had also honored him with their protection .
And if it is not deemed appropriate to employ him in the Royal Mint , as
he had been led to believe , at least it would be just and charitable to reimburse him for the time which he has wasted. I note that he would apply
such remuneration to the execution of his new project in Carolina.
If you preferred to establish him in employment in London , that
would also be acceptable, so that His Majesty would be better represe nted on his coins than he has been up to the present time . I flatter
my se lf, My Lord , that you will forgive me for having taken up so much
of your time in order to intercede for one of my compatriots. l ask very
humbly that you would deign to favor him with your protection , and
that you would always believe me to be your most respectful and devoted servant,
My Lord ,
From Your very Humble and Obedient Servant,
L. Schaub

26

Isaac Newton ( 1642-1727) was director of th e Royal Mint in Lo ndon ; o nly
after hi s death (and that of George I) did Ochs advance to a proper appointment under
Newton's successor John Conduit!.
27
Lord Sunderland is Charles Spencer, 3rd Earl of Sunderland ( 1674/5-1722) :
http://en. wi kipedia.org
28
The actual naturalization occurred on January 5, 1710.
29
James Stanhope (1673-Feb.4, 1721 ); to hi s "section of the Whi gs Carteret attached himself at the time of the Whi g sp lit ," see Basil Williams , Stanhope, a Study i11
£ighree11th-Ce11tury War a11d Dip/0111acy (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1932), 368.
30
James Craggs ( 1657-1721 ), the e lder, co mmitted sui cide in March 1721 ; he
was involved in South Sea scandal and the increase in his estate since I December 1719
(assessed at £68,920) was confiscated. Even so he left £1 1/2 million. --James Craggs
( 1686- 1721 ) , the younger, secretary to James Stanhope 1708- 1711 , sec retary of state for
the sou th 1718 till death of smallpox, 16 February 1721 . See Rag nhild Hatton, Georg e
/, Elector a11d King (Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1978) , 392 .
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Fate was not in the favor of Ochs. The circumstance of several men
mentioned in the Schaub recommendation as able to speak for Ochs changed
exactly during and even before the time these letters were written. While
Mr. Newton continued to rule the Mint, Lord Stanhope died on February 4,
1721. Mr. Craggs, junior, died February 1721, and Mr. Craggs senior followed a short time later by suicide. In March 1722, both Schaub and Carteret
will have known about the deaths of these three potential references; and the
suspicion must be allowed that the diplomat was dropping their names deliberately; the men mentioned can , in fact, not recommend Ochs.
Fwthermore, at least the Craggses were involved in the "South Sea
bubble," the disastrous explosion of huge investments based on rumors.
Mention of these men could have warned Carteret of getting involved in an
Ochs scheme although Ochs himself may also have been an early victim of
financial speculations. The timing of his bankruptcy, however, does not allow
a direct correlation between his problems and that of the many investors in
the South Sea dreams.
Suffice it to point out that on the day of the assessment of his property,
the stone cutter Ochs has escaped his creditors to England , leaving behind also
several bundles of his little Carolina book, mistakenly identified by the appraisers as "ReiB beschreibung Carolina," Description of a Carolina Journey.

3 - Ochs in London of King George II
Following this bankruptcy document, we are left with nothing but speculation on the Ochs biography for about another six years . With the death
of Isaac Newton in the spring of 1727, soon followed by the death of King
George, several appointments and promotions changed the workloads at the
Royal Mint. In " 1727, when Rollos, appointed to the second post in the previous year, turned out to be too occupied with other concerns to attend to regular Mint work, [he] was relegated to the unsalaried list as chief engraver of
seals, which he continued to be till 1745. [ ...] As the ait of coin die engraving
was not practised in this country, Johan Rudolph Ocks ( 1725-49), a Swiss,
an employee of Rollos, was chosen in his place, and in January 1729 Johann
Sigismund Tanner of Saxe-Coburg was appointed probationer engraver."3 1
31

[Son Ralph] "Ocks [sic] declined the top post when it was at last offered to him
in 1779, because he felt that at seventy-four he was scarcely equal to it[ ... !." John Craig,
Th e Mint: A History of th e London Mint from A.D. 287 to 1948 (Cambridge: University
Press, I 953), 232-233.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss2/6
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In the summer, "A Royal Warrant dated September 6, 1727, finally approved the formal appointment of John Ralph Ocks as Second
Engraver with a salary of £80 per annum. It is evident he had been preparing punches for the Royal Mint prior to that date but presumably on
a freelance basis and unfortunately further details of this work are not
available." 32 In other words, only after this date the legendary Ochs letter to the Mennonites could have bee n signed by Ochs as "des Koning s
Mi.int graveerder," and not in 1717 .33
On January 30 , 1728/29, Newton 's successor John Conduitt 34
( 1688-1737) sent a memorial from the Mint Office to the Lords of the
Treasury," representing that the art of embossing on steel is little followed in England, and the science of making puncheons and dies for
coin is not to be practised but at the Mint under penalty of high treason;
that John Croker, first graver at the Mint , is advanced in years, and the
only man now living who has hitherto made puncheon s for the heads
on the coins, his assistant, Mr. Ochs, who graves the puncheons for
the arms, being also advanced; and recommending the binding of John
Sigismund Tanner as an apprentice.""
In the early 1730s, one of Ochs's colonization dreams became a reality, albeit an unorganized one: Circumventing the boundaries that Virginia's Lt . Governor Alexander Spotswood ( 1676-1740) had established with
the Indians,3 6 Pennsylvania German and Swiss settlers gradually migrated
into the Shenandoah Valley, the same desirable lands that the Swiss veteran
explorer Michel had mapped between 1704 and 1708 with the idea to establish an American colony as a refuge for Swiss in times of war.
According to further inform ation tran smitted from the Royal
Mint, 37 Ochs "continued to be paid by the Mint until at least the end
32

Tyley, ema il.
An dreas Mielke , "A Me nnonite Legend of 171 7 ," Pennsylvania Mennonite
Heritage 34,4 (Oc tober 2011): 6-13.
4
J John Conduitt ( 1688-1737), successor of Newton as Master of the Mint , married Newton 's ni ece; see also " Hi stori cal and Co mm emorative Medals : th e Collection
of Benjamin Weiss."
35
Cale ndar of Treasury Books and Papers, 1729- 1730, Preserved in Her Majesty's Public Reco rd Office, ed . William A. Shaw (Lo ndon: Her Majesty's Stationery
Office, 1897) , 28.
6
J The Treaty of Albany was ratified in 1722; ne ithe r the Indian s nor th e Europeans were to cross the Potomac River or the Blue Ridge mountains.
37
London's Roya l Mint records from the 18 th ce ntury are now ho used in the
National Archives at Kew.
)J
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of 1748 at the same salary and we believe that he died the following
year. This is confirmed by a Royal Warrant of October 24, 1749, which
appoints Richard Yeo as Assistant Engraver as the post had been left
vacant for 'some time' due to the death of John Ralph Ocks."
As to John Ralph Ocks Uunior) Sarah Tyley writes: "The younger
John Ralph Ocks was appointed by Royal Warrant of 1 December 1757
as Third Engraver on a salary of £80. In 1769, following the promotion of Yeo to Chief Engraver, he is recorded as Second Engraver and
remained in that position until pensioned off in L787, a Royal Warrant
of 25 January granted him a pension of £126.6.0 per annum. On the
death of Yeo in 1779 Ocks declined promotion due to advancing years.
He died in 1788, his pension ceasing from 15 July. The Gentleman's
Magazine for July 1788 records his death at Battersea at the age of 84,
but does not give a precise date of death." 38

38
Sarah Tyley: " We are not aware of any extensive literature relating to the family but the following publications are a good starting point": L. S. Forrer, Biographical
Dictionary of Medallists. Volume IV (London: 1909); C. E. Challis (editor), A New
History of the Royal Mint (Cambridge: I 992) ; H. W. A . Linecar, British Coin Designs
and Designers (London: 1977); Peter Alan Rayner, The Designers & Engravers of th e
English Milled Coinage 1662-/953 (London: 1954).
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